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P. 0. Box 550 -

November 29, 2016

" Re: Biosolids information provided in Gilmanton - -

Dear Chair McWhinnie and Members of the Board,

Ddring the past six months, we have made it a priority to provide _in'forma_tion and take -

feedback from Gilmanton leaders and residents regarding the use of biosofids on
several farms in Gilmanton. We undertook this effort because of ongoing concerns
expressed by at least some Giimanton residents. While some of those concerns — such

" as malodors —are legitimate and worthy of mitigation efforts, others indicate some
' mlsunderstandmg of blosoitds treatment and management.

" Therefore, after the March Town Meeting voting, atlwhich residents rejected a.

petitioned warrant article restricting biosolids (for the second time in five years), we
offered to work with the Town on providing further information and addressing any

~continuing concerns in an open process that was not hindered by any impending vote
- or other action. - :

| was invited by Selectman Bi'shop to attend a biosolids committee meeting, which 1 did

“on Saturday, May 21%, at the Academy building. In addition to Mr. Bishop and me, that

meeting was attended by two citizens concerned about biosolids and another member
of the committee. We had good discussion, and it was agreed to offer further

opportunities for residents to learn more about b.iosolids and provide their feedback.

On Friday, July 29™, | arranged a tour of the Concord wastewater treatment facility
(WWTFE) and a demonstration of how biosolids are land applied in Gilmanton. Again,
Mr. Bishap provided local leadership in helping with arrangements and publicity. The
tour was attended by one concerned citizen/neighbor and another member of the
biosolids committee who is a college educator. Staff of the WWTF kindly guided us

.through the wastewater and biosolids treatment processes, answering numerous guestions. We then drove to a
field site on the south side of Gilmanton where staff of Resource Management, Inc. {RMI) explained the regulatory
reqmrements and field practices that go into the actual land application of biosclids. Those attending this tour
expressed appreciation for all the mformauon presented, And we expressed our appreciation for their input and
feedback ' o

Most recently, on November 17’th ‘we provided a “Biosolids Information Open House” at the Old Town Hall." This
mformal information- sharmg opportumty was a chance for town OffICIaIS and residents to stop by after work or after
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~ supper to learn as much as they wanted. A half-dozen residents attended, and we enjoyed good discussions with
~them. One of the Gilmanton farmers using biosolids was there for the whole t:me, willing to provide his perspectlve
‘and fisten to feedback. -

"Each of these events was publicized in local newspapers and through the town office. | sent emails to the Selectmen,
Planning Board, and Conservation Commission. Unfortunately, | never received any acknowledgement or
participation from any town official other than Mr. Bishop and town ofﬁ_ce staff.

I have enjoyed spending time in Gilmanton and meeting those few who attended our information events. | had
hoped that there would be more participation from town officials but | can appreciate that everyone is busy and

- perhaps not as interested or concerned about biosolids management. The Planning Board and Conservation
Commlssmn have dealt with this topxc in the past and perhaps see no need to explore it further,

Th rough the past six months, | have had good conversations with several concerned citizens. [ Iearned from them
their particular concerns and have relayed those concernsto the company managing biosolids in Gilmanton (RMI). -

- They are aware and open to such input. | have repeatedly offered to _help RMI and the neighbors of the farms work
out how they can all get along as biosolids are used. | encourage continued communications between these peop!e
to advance mutual understanding and to find further ways to improve the program. :

In the end, there is no iegitimate reason for farmers to stop using blosohds in accordance wnth regulations and best
practices; it is their legal choice. Biosolids fertilizer i improves their soils, crops, and crop yields in a cost-effective
manner while helping farmers to maintain local open space. Itis one useful tool in their soil management toolbox.
seems that, in Gilmanton, there’ are a few people who will continue to be opposed to biosolids use. They may
continue to advocate for local restrictions. But, having Iearned more about the situation in Gilmanton, I will continue -
to urge these people to work out the conflict at the nelghborhood level. and hot |mpose thelr perspective on the

whole town. : : :

| hope that your Board other town Ieaders, and most, Gllmanton resndents recogmze that blosollds management isa.

_necessary part of wastewater treatment. Use of carefully treated and tested biosolids is a common practice
throughiout New Hampshire and around the continent. Most biosolids nationwide are land applled While biosolids
use can create malodors and other nuisances — just like other farming practices occasionaliy do — their recycling isa -
benefit not only to local soils, but to society as a whole. We at NEBRA are committed to advancing best management'
practices, We pressure our members to take steps to mitigate nuisances and go above and beyond regulations. We
believe they generally do a good-job of this, and, in recent years, we have seen very few conflicts between blosollds
management programs and neighbors throughout thls region,

In closing, I want to express: thanks to the Town for support in our efforts to share mformation about biosolids.
Thanks espeua!!y to Marshal} Bishop for his help. And we greatly apprecrate the help of town office staff, mcIudlng
‘ Heath Carpenter, Heidi Duval, and Paul Branscombe.

Thank you,

Sl g
/-_ Ned Beecher

cc. Planning Board
Conservation Commission
Paul Branscombe, Town Adminstrator
- Resource Management, Inc.
Concord Hall Street WWTF
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