
Recycling Committee Meeting Notes 

 

April 12, 2011 

 

The meeting started at 6:35 PM 

 

Those present: Andrew Stockwell, Justin Leavitt, Don Guarino, Johnna McKenna, Frank Bosiak, Lew Henry, Lori 

Baldwin and Barbara Swanson.   

 

1. It was mentioned that there was a complaint voiced by a resident at a recent Selectman's Meeting regarding the 

implementation of the survey that the Recycling Committee asked the town residents to participate in.  The 

complaint was that it was unfair.  With the pile of surveys left out, anyone could just take the entire pile and skew 

the vote.  The resident suggested that the survey should have been mailed to residents.  Comments by the 

committee included the point that we considered a previous mailing and decided against it due the cost 

(approximately $1100.00), it is not allowed to include anything with the town bills (piggyback) and the survey 

was available on line.  The survey was mentioned in the paper, on the website, at the town libraries, at the town 

meeting and via notices sent from the school. 

2. The minutes for the March 2011 meeting were accepted as written. 

3. Justin handed out reappointment letters to each of the members present and will see that the others are given out. 

4. RE: Committee - Barbara gave notice that she will be stepping down as the Recording Clerk and the committee 

will need someone to volunteer to take meeting notes.  Those present will consider it over the next couple of 

weeks.  Johnna gave notice that she will be stepping down from the committee.  Justin will let Tim know that the 

Recycling Committee is looking for additional members and to invite them/advertise with a notice in the paper. 

5. Johnna presented the committee with the survey results (see attached).  There were only 163 filled out and of 

those, the majority thought the recycling should stay the way that it is (to separate the recyclables).  Pay As You 

Throw (PAYT) came in as a very close second option. 

Discussion questions: 

If we keep it as is, how does that increase the recycling in town? 

PAYT has a history of increasing recycling, but how will it be implemented and enforced?  Littleton has been 

doing PAYT since the 1980's and is doing very well.  Perhaps if we look at how towns the size of Gilmanton are 

doing (Canterbury is one, and also doing very well), then we can make a better determination.  When the town 

presented a PAYT program a few years ago there was concern about the funds generated from the selling of the 

bags (Enterprise Fund).  People will need to be educated about what it is and how it works.  The residents did not 

understand that the funds are used/applied to the operation of the recycling facility only.  There are rules that the 

funds be used strictly for the facility and that it takes 2/3 of the voting body to elect how to use those funds that 

remain after buying the bags.  Lori said that she would research how Enterprise Funds are set up (the NRAA; Jim 

Presser from the Concord Co-op; and Sarah Nichols, an independent) and present her findings at the next 

meeting. 

6. Previous suggestions for increasing the town's recycling rate discussed again: to consider new/different hours of 

operation, to create a new/different entrance and traffic flow and to EDUCATE! 

7. Additional Discussion: 

Hazard Waste Day should be at the end of July.  Justin will find out the date. 

Recycle Bins are available now and cost only $5.00. 

The latest recycling figures for aluminun cans is $1630.00/ton 

 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May 10th at 6:30PM in the Academy Building (top floor).  Andrew will ask Sarah 

Nichols to join us.  The agenda will be to discuss the survey results, decide the recycling option(s) to focus on for 

Gilmanton and develop a plan to implement the option(s). 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Recording clerk 
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