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Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 3, 2010, 7pm 

Gilmanton Academy 

503 Province Road 

 

Present: Trustees Marion McIntyre, Candace Daigle and Leonard (JR) Stockwell, Jr.   

Nicholas North and Peter Casey were also present. 

 

Mr. North and Mr. Casey presented to the Trustees a Private Burial Ground Acceptance 

Application for the Besse Burial Ground on Hall’s Hill Road.  Mr. North reviewed the 

information submitted with the petition.  There are currently two burials at the site; Harry W and 

Geraldine T Besse.  No future burials would be permitted.  He described the access to the site 

from Hall’s Hill Road.  The exterior dimensions are 30’x25’ creating a footprint of 750sf; the 

interior site is approximately 500sf, surrounded by stone walls and a double gate. An area of 

between 10’ and 20’ outside of the walls has been kept open. The headstones are flat which 

require maintenance so they do not become overgrown. There is also a large boulder with a 

bronze marker, “BESSE”.  Although this boulder had fallen over, it was set upright in 2009. Mr. 

North recently reset some rocks that had fallen out of the wall and the gates have been recently 

repainted.  Some small brush piles remain outside of the burial site walls. There are no trees 

within the walls.  The closest tree beyond the walls is 8’.  Pictures were also provided.   

 

The Trustees explained the acceptance process.  Upon receipt of a petition to accept this evening, 

the Trustees will view the site to evaluate its current condition relative to any current or 

upcoming need for repairs or maintenance.  They will contact Carl Moorehead to obtain an 

estimate of the number of hours necessary annually for regular maintenance.  The petition, along 

with the findings of the Trustees will be forwarded to Town Counsel for review.  Upon 

Counsel’s return comments, a package of the Acceptance documents along with a 

recommendation from the Trustees will be forwarded to the Board of Selectmen for 

consideration.  There are two methods of Acceptance; by vote of Town Meeting or by vote of the 

Board of Selectmen.  Two recently accepted sites were by vote of Town Meeting, but they came 

from disbanding private Cemetery Associations.  In this instance, where there is no Association, 

the Trustees have discussed acceptance with Counsel under RSA 41:14-a which seems to be a 

more appropriate alternative.  Additional to the Trustees primary concern to protect such sites, 

they also have a responsibility to the Town to establish a process whereby the acceptance of such 

sites will not cause undue hardship on the taxpayers of the community.  For that purpose an 

annual budget will be calculated for which a General Care Fund number will be developed so 

that it can be funded by the petitioner at the time of acceptance.  Mr. North asked about the type 

of transfer.  The Trustees indicated that a fee ownership transfer of the burial site and an 

easement or fee transfer of the Right-of-Way would probably be preferred, but they would look 

to Counsel for a recommendation.  

 

The Trustees thanked Mr. North for proactively making such arrangements for the care of the 

site in perpetuity.  They will move forward with the process and keep Mr. North informed of the 

status. 

mailto:cemeteries@metrocast.net
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The Trustees discussed the site.  From the discussion it’s clear that wall and gate maintenance 

will need to be added to the regular maintenance cycle of the site, as is the case with most walled 

and gated sites.  Candace will contact C. Moorehead regarding a regular annual maintenance 

number and JR will view the site and report regarding condition and any necessary/upcoming 

special work.  Upon gathering this information the packet will be forwarded to Counsel.  It was 

discussed that a minimum area of 25’ beyond the walls should be included in the transfer as this 

coincides with NH law. 

 

Other Business: 

 

1. Cemetery Regulations:  The Trustees signed the file copy of the Regulations for the 

Town Clerk’s Office. 

2. Beary:  Candace reported that the corner posts were set on the Beary lot. 

3. Ouellette:  Candace reported that two lots at Buzzell were sold to Donald Ouellette and 

that the corner posts were set this week completing the sale process. 

4. Beech Grove Lot Sales:  The Trustees discussed the configuration of lots for sale at 

Beech Grove. It was decided that a section for a single lot sale option was needed.  The 

site was laid out with a 4-lot configuration on the right side of the driveway and a single 

lot configuration due to the intermittent slope issue on the left side of the driveway.  The 

Trustees will revisit this as sales occur.  

5. Beech Grove Keys: JR received a key to the extra padlock attached to the gate to provide 

access for the abutter to take out wood from his property. The abutter did not actually use 

the gate this winter. 

6. Beech Grove walls:  JR and Kevin Fife viewed the area along the back wall where 

approximately 250’ of wall does not exist.  Candace will provide JR with contact 

information for the abutting landowner regarding possible access to the site.  This would 

be a job for future consideration.  Kevin Fife provided an estimate of $6,500 to $7,500 

w/out stone for this work.  

7. Weed Site:  JR reported he met with the property owner, Tony Segalini, to evaluate the 

Weed burial site off Allens Mill Road. Mr. Segalini was very accommodating in allowing 

us access to the site.  After cleaning out the site, JR was able to evaluate the approximate 

area contained within the burial ground along with the approximate location of the single 

known grave. Kevin Fife viewed the site with JR and provided some options that would 

best fit within the character of the area and minimize the work needed.  There are also 

two discarded rock piles on the site which may be available for the work.  Marion will 

check with George McClary regarding some additional clarification as to the burial 

characteristics. It may be possible to sandblast an identifier into the large flat stone placed 

at the site as a marker.  The work is estimated at $1,600 w/out stone. 

8. Foster Site:  This project was anticipated for 2010. Complete stone wall around Foster 

Burial Site. JR will contact the abutter, Mr. Kordas, who has been very accommodating 

in allowing better access for the work over his property. 

9. Budget:  The 2010 budget resulted in $4,000 for grounds keeping; $3,000 for repairs; 

and $100 for office supplies.  There is currently $1,790 in the Expendable Trust Fund.  A 

previous estimate for completing walls at Foster off Allens Mill Road was $2,000 

including stone.  JR presented two additional quotes for work at Weed for $1,600 w/out 

stone and Beech Grove for $6,500-$7,500 w/out stone. Some extra stone remains at 
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Buzzell and we may have stone on-site at Weed.  The Trustees acted to schedule with 

Kevin Fife for the Foster Burial site work.  JR will check for availability of stones for the 

Weed site.  If available, Kevin Fife will also be scheduled for the Weed site work.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Candace L. Daigle, Trustee 


