
  

Gilmanton Conservation Commission 
PO Box 550 

Gilmanton NH 03237-0550 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 
Minutes of the Meeting 

May 10, 2011 
 
 
Attending Members: Tracy Tarr, Chair; Dick de Seve, Vice-chair; Joe Derrick, Alternate Member; 

Sue Hale-de Seve seated in the absence of Member Hackley, Erin 
Hollingsworth, Member; Desiree Tumas, Administrator. 

 
A. Discussion of Conservation Commission Bylaws 
 

Commission Members briefly reviewed and discussed updating the Bylaws.  Members were asked 
to review the document for further discussion and possible amendment at the June 13, 2011, 
Commission Meeting. 
 
Points of interest: 

• Field Inspections to be conducted by at least two (2) Commission Members. 

• Quorum needed to act on DES Applications. 

• Appointment of a Secretary to produce Minutes of the Meeting in the absence of Staff. 
 

B. Election of Officers 
 

Member Hollingsworth moved to elect Member Dick de Seve as Vice-Chair of the 
Conservation Commission for the next year, Alternate Member Hale-de Seve 
seconded the motion as stated; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Vice-chair de Seve moved to elect Tracy Tarr as Chair of the Conservation 
Commission for the next year, Member Hollingsworth seconded the motion as 
stated; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Member Hollingsworth moved to elect Member Joe Derrick as Secretary in the 
absence of Staff, Alternate Member Hale-de Seve seconded the motion as stated; 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 

C. Non-public session per RSA 91-A:3.II.d – Approval of the April 12, 2011, Non-Public 
Minutes of the Meeting. 
 
7:12 PM – Member de Seve moved to enter Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A:3(d) 
“Consideration of the acquisition, sale, or lease of real or personal property 
which, if discussed in public, would likely benefit a party or parties whose 
interests are adverse to those of the general community, Member Hollingsworth 
seconded the motion as started; the motion passed by a 5-0 Roll Call Vote. 
 
Commission Members discussed and amended the April 12, 2011, Non-Public Sealed Minutes of 
the Meeting. 
 
Vice-chair de Seve moved to approve the April 12, 2011, Non-Public Sealed Minutes 
of the Meeting, Alternate Member Hale-de Seve seconded the motion as stated, the 
motion passed unanimously. 

Approved: 07/05/2011 
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7:16 PM – Member Hollingsworth moved to come out of Non-Public Session, Vice-
chair de Seve seconded the motion as stated; the motion passed by a 5-0 Roll Call 
Vote. 
 
A Roll Call Vote sealed the Non-Public Minutes of the Meeting at the April 12, 2011, Commission 
Meeting.  The Minutes will remain sealed. 
 

D. Review of April 12, 2011 Minutes – Regular Meeting 
 

Vice-chair de Seve moved to approve the April 12, 2011, Minutes of the Meeting as 
amended, Member Hollingsworth seconded the motion as stated; the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Review of the April 22, 2011 Minutes- Lavin Site Walk 
 
Vice-chair de Seve moved to approve the April 22, 2011, Lavin Site Walk Minutes of 
the Meeting, Alternate Member Hale-de Seve seconded the motion as stated; 
Attending Members, Dick de Seve, Sue Hale-de Seve, and Tracy Tarr voted 3-0 to 
approve the Minutes as amended. 
  

E. Update on Land Stewardship 
 

1. Beaver Woods Nature Reserve – Planning 
 

Email has been received indicating that Ms. Christie will not be available and requested 
the Commission to move forward and schedule a site walk.  Member Derrick is expected to 
walk the property and report back to the Commission at the June 14, 2011, meeting. 
 

2. Town Forest – Planning 
 

In the absence of Member Hackley, discussions were deferred until the June 14, 2011, 
meeting. 

 
F. Update on Land Protection Projects 
 

1. Proposed Bartlett Conservation Easement Update 
2. Proposed Gilman Conservation Easements Update 

 
There was no new information available at the time of the meeting.  It is anticipated that 
an update will be forthcoming for the June 14, 2011, meeting.  
 

G. Preliminary Discussion of Possible Land Protection Selection Criteria 
 

Member Hollingsworth explained she had emailed Members copies of model language for the 
Commission to consider.  Discussions will be scheduled for the June 14, 2011, meeting. 
 

H. Membership and Outreach 
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I. Wetland/Shoreland Applications 
 

There have not been any new Wetland/Shoreland Applications received since mid-March of this 
year. 
 
Members reviewed the following Notice of Intent to Cut Wood or Timber: 
 

• (403-18 & 19) Yvonne Williams – Both subject properties will be harvested. No further 
comments from Commission Members.  

• (126-7) Eric & Dedralee Stockwell – Members briefly discussed concerns regarding 
wetlands on the property.  Chair Tarr will send a letter to follow up and confirm if there 
are any wetlands. 

 
J. Complaints/Violations/Concerns 
 

1. Brian Watson, Tax Map/Lot 402/1, re: Timber harvest 
 

No new information, the possible violations are being investigated, by forestry officials. 
 

2. Ralph and Bethany Lavin, Tax Map 414/5, re: review request from Planning 
Board 
 
Chair Tarr, Vice-chair de Seve and Alternate Member Hale-de Seve along with Desiree 
Tumas attended a site walk. 
 
Attending Members viewed the site and noted the following: 

 

• There is a flowing watercourse/ditch line along the Westerly property line along 
the stonewall, turning slightly to a Northeasterly course then turning slightly back 
to a Northwesterly course then to a more Northerly course travelling along the 
Westerly side of the barn to the wetlands located behind the barn. 

• There is an extremely wet and pooled area on the Westerly side of the barn. 

• Wetlands located on the North side of the property behind the barn 
 

Commission Recommendations: 
 

• Delineation of the wetlands boundaries by a certified wetland scientist. 
o Delineating the wetlands will provide boundaries for the work areas 

proposed and keep the storage of cut firewood from encroaching on the 
wetlands. 

 

• Additional stabilization of the watercourse/ditch line area to minimize erosion. 
It was explained to Mr. Lavin, that there are several options to stabilize areas of flow as 
well as the extremely wet area noted on the West side of the barn.  The Commission 
cannot make specific recommendations and Mr. Lavin was instructed to research the 
stabilization options. 
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3. BMMC Contractor Yard – Route 140 
 

Chair Tarr recused herself from discussions and Vice-chair de Seve called for 
discussions. 

 
Mrs. Tumas explained there are several violations of approval with both the Planning 
Board and ZBA.  Illegal dumping has been ongoing and depicted in photos taken at the 
property during two site walks with the Code Enforcement Officer.  The Planning Board 
will be requested to conduct a hearing to revoke the site plan approval at the May 12, 2011, 
meeting. 
 
DES has been notified of possible wetland violations and Town Counsel is working on a 
cease and desist order.  Additional updates will be provided as they become available. 
 
Vice-chair de Seve stepped down and Chair Tarr rejoins the Board. 
 

K. Review of Invoices/Costs 
 

A copy of the Interest Credit was provided.  No further discussion was taken up. 
 

Member Hollingsworth attended a county-wide input session and noted the following: 

• Members agreed to look into other possibilities to gain a better interest rate on the 
Conservation Fund Account. 

• Members discussed the review of checklist language at the June meeting.  
 

L. Discussion of 2011 Expenses to Date and Expense Tracking Procedure  
M. Planning Board/Zoning Board applications 
 

1. Proposed Telecommunications Tower – Copp Road 
 

The Planning Board conducting a site walk and a balloon test was be held on Saturday, 
April 30, 2011.  PB Members made observations from various locations in Town and met 
at the cell tower site for the walk. 
 
It was reported the only site other than Sawyer Lake that the balloon was visible, was on 
NH Rte 107, just North of the Academy Building at the rise in the road near Powerhouse 
Lane. 
 
Police Chief O’Brien provided several pictures from various areas around Sawyer Lake for 
consideration at the PB Meeting on May 12, 2011. 
 

N. New Business 
O. Old Business 
P. Correspondence/Announcements 
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Q. Upcoming Dates 
1. Drinking Water Source Protection Workshop, Multiple dates including 

Saturday, June 11, 2011, 9:15-3:15 pm, Local Government Center, Concord 
 
Provided for information purposes only. 

 
Vice-chair de Seve moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:59 pm, Member Hollingsworth 
seconded the motion as stated; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Desiree Tumas 
Administrator 


