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Minutes of the Meeting 
May 12, 2011 

 
 
Member Attendance Nancy Girard, Chair; John Funk, Vice-chair; Rachel Hatch, Select Rep.; Dan 
Hudson, Member; Marty Martindale, Member; David Russell, Member; John Weston, Member; Mark 
Fougere, Town Planner; Desiree Tumas, Administrator. 
 
Public Attendance (As signed in) Jonathan McNeal, Brett Currier, Brandon Deschuteneer, Andrea 
Deschuteneer, Joy Smith, Abigail Renkirt, David Sanborn, Ralph Lavin. 
 
Open Meeting 
 

Call to Order at 7:02 pm 
Introduction of Board Members 
Explanation of Meeting Procedures 

 
Planning Board motion and vote to seat the 2011 Chair and Vice-Chair 

 
D. Russell moved to elect N. Girard as the 2011 PB Chair and J. Funk as the 2011 PB Vice-
chair, M. Martindale seconded the motion as stated; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public Hearing (Continued from April 21, 2011) 
 

Joint Public Hearing – ZBA Case # 03-2011  Planning Case# 0511  GMR Holding of 
NH LLC, applicant, Christopher Hottel, owner (Tax Map 411, Lots 27 & 28) - have 
applied to the Planning Board for Site Plan Review in which they seek approval to construct a 120’ 
multi-tenant monopole wireless telecommunications facility within a 60’ x 60’ fenced compound 
area.  Proposed accessed by an approximately 700’ long and 10’ wide gravel driveway.  A Special 
Exception from ZBA is required by Gilmanton Zoning Article III-K4c(2)(b)  to be able to erect a 
Class 2 Cell Tower in area 4.  Property located at the end of Copp Road in Gilmanton, in the Rural 
Zone, Map/Lot # 411-27. 

 
Following Chair and Vice-chair elections, ZBA Chair B. Hackett explained the ZBA did not have a full 
board but did have a quorum to move forward with the meeting.   
 
P. Cooke, Project Manager and Representative of GMR Holdings of NH LLC, stated he understood a full 
ZBA Board had not been seated and wishes to proceed with the hearing based on the established 4-
Member quorum. 
 
P. Cooke went on to explain he had met with Road Agent, Paul Perkins and agree the drainage culvert and 
addition of riprap will be maintained.  Additionally, a grader and operator hired by the Applicant will 
maintain Copp Road before and during development of the site.  Once the development is completed, 
Copp Road will be graded as needed to the satisfaction of the Road Agent.  Final inspection of the road 
will be completed by the Road Agent once all work on site as well repairs of the road are done. 
 
Addressing the noise concerns of the onsite generator, it was explained that the decibel testing is done in 
an open space lot with the following results: 

• 23’ from the generator sound equals 68.6 db. 

• 150’ from the generator sound equals 53.5 db. 
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With the use of the equipment shelter, fencing and privacy slats that will be installed, the approximate 
decibel level is 50-60 db. 
 
Timing for cycling the generator, has not been determined and P. Cooke welcomed recommended times. 
 
P. Cooke went on to explain that Fire Chief Hempel has requested a 20’ unobstructed access in accordance 
with NFPA requirements for life and safety access.  P. Cooke went on to explain that the 20’ requested 
width is excessive with consideration of the minimal use of the road and would like to address the 
requirement with the Fire Chief to see if a lesser width could be compromised. 
 
P. Cooke discussed with the ZBA Chair the option of moving forward to address the Special Exception 
Criteria and continuing the PB portion of the hearing.  Both agreed to move forward with the presentation 
and continue the hearing at the applicant’s request to address the life and safety requirements. 
 
P. Cooke went on to address the fall zone issues with regard to relocating the site in a manner that would 
meet the fall zone requirements.  Raising the height from 120’ to 140’ height could not be justified when 
the 120’ height is adequate to facilitate the antenna.  AT&T are contracted to be at the 120’ height and it is 
expected that Verizon will be the next carrier to be located at 110’ height.  Contract talks are currently 
ongoing.  Consideration of the property owner’s desire to keep the tower at the 120’ proposed height is 
also a factor. 
 
N. Girard called for further discussion from the Board; J. Funk noted that the applicant could always 
reapply for additional height in the future if there was a need. 
 
D. Hudson noted that he too thought the 20’ unobstructed access was excessive and that the dimensions 
of the hammerhead description provided needed to be adjusted. 
 
Members briefly discussed the lesser requirements that are afforded to applicants of Open Space 
Subdivision.  It was explained that the lesser road requirements were possible as an incentive to develop 
an Open Space Subdivision. 
 
P. Cooke explained he understood the concerns of the Fire Chief and considering injury EMS vehicles may 
need deal with a hammerhead turn around is not unreasonable.  With consideration of the underground 
utilities, there will be approximately 12’ width of clearance.  Life and Safety concerns will be addressed 
with the Fire Chief. 
 
N. Girard called for further Board discussion, hearing none; opened the public discussion. 
 
B. Currier stated he too thought the 20’ unobstructed access was excessive. 
 
N. Girard again called for further public discussion, hearing none; entertained a motion to continue the 
hearing until June 16, 2011. 
 
D. Russell moved to continue the hearing until June 16, 2011, J. Funk seconded the motion 
as stated; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
N. Girard explained to the attending public that the hearing was continued until June 16, 2011.  There 
would be no additional notification to Abutters as there is no requirement to do so. 
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Public Hearing (Continued from April 14, 2011) 
 

PB Case #0411 – Property Owners, Ralph Lavin, Jr. & Bethany Lavin (Tax Map 414, 
Lot 5) – have applied for a Site Plan Review in which they seek approval to operate a firewood 
processing operation at their residence in the Rural Zoning District.  Said property is located at 
753 NH Route 140, Gilmanton Iron Works in Gilmanton. 

 
R. Lavin explained he had a Wetland Scientist visit the site and flagged the wetland boundary that is about 
23’ from the proposed operation. 
 
N. Girard requested the Wetland Scientist delineate the wetlands on the plan with a signed seal as well as 
the drainage/stabilization plan including materials to be used for the swale and runoff areas noted. 
 
J. Funk inquired if the water that was flowing along the property line was still flowing? 
 
R. Lavin stated that he would have the wetlands delineated and seal signed on the plan and that the flow 
stops in-between rainfall and the swale is currently dry. 
 
R. Lavin explained that the driveway width between the existing deck and the salon measures 
approximately 16’, which does not meet the 20’ width for life and safety.  It’s proposed that unobstructed 
access would be available on the Easterly side of the salon, provided the leach field can be located to 
confirm that vehicles would not be passing over the septic system.  There is sufficient space for the logging 
trucks to enter to property, offload and then back up to turn around.  It was noted that the trucks typically 
do not back and turn until the logs have been offloaded. 
 
The Board briefly discussed without conclusion the type of pad to put under the unprocessed logs and 
processed firewood.  Determination would be made at a later time. 
 
The Board noted that both the Planning Board and Conservation Commission recommended a pad made 
of pervious material, which would allow rain and snow melt to leach into the ground with minimal runoff.  
 
D. Russell recommended swapping out the proposed unprocessed and processed product locations 
moving the unprocessed logs to the West side of the barn further away from the abutting neighbor. 
 
R. Lavin explained the lean-to was on the right side of the barn, where the processing would be done and 
storage of the unprocessed logs needed to be on the right side. 
 
N. Girard called for further discussion, hearing none; redirected discussions to the following 
requirements. 
 

• Delineation of the Wetlands Boundary, by a Certified Wetlands Scientist with a signed seal. 

• Drainage/Stabilization Plan for the “swale” along the Westerly side of the property line and the 
area to the West side of the barn/garage where the operation is proposed. 

• Accurate delineation of the processed and unprocessed product. 

• Circulation pattern of vehicles entering and exiting the property including the turning area for the 
delivery trucks and the alternative access on the East side of the Salon. 

• Notes on the plan outlining the life and safety requirements. 

• Consult with Fire Chief Hempel on the 16’ pinch point and the location of the diesel motor.  

• The location of the equipment depicted on the plan. 
 
J. Funk asked what the Fire Chiefs recommendations? 
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The Planning Office received email from the Fire Chief stating the following: 
 

Following discussions with Fire Chief Hempel, R. Lavin determined that he would build an 
outside storage shed for the motor; the shed will be located outside of the garage that he had 
originally mentioned he would place the motor in. 
 
The intent of Mr. Lavin is to build a shed just large enough for the motor; the shed will act as a 
sound barrier for the motor.  
  

1) The motor located in the storage shed is required to be fitted with an exhaust that is 
piped to the outside. 

  
2) The motor should be mounted to a base on the inside of the shed 

  
3) A minimum 2A /10BC dry chemical fire extinguisher located in the shed. 

  
In keeping with the NFPA Uniform code the roadway into the commercial area needs to be in 
compliance. 
  

NFPA 18.2.3.4.1.1 Fire department access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not 
less than 20 feet. (6.1 m) 

  
NFPA 18.23.4.1.2 Fire department access roads shall have an unobstructed vertical 
clearance of not less than 13 ft 6 in.  (4.1 m) 

 
B. Currier explained he was present when the Fire Chief viewed the barn and discussed the proposal with 
R. Lavin and the primary concern was ventilation. 
 
R. Hatch stated the Board must respect the Fire Chief’s comments. 
 
J. Weston questioned the decibel level produced by the machinery; R. Lavin could not comment on the 
decibel level. 
 
Following discussion regarding hours of operation, the Board and R. Lavin agreed to 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, 
with an occasional extension not to exceed 7:00 pm, Monday through Friday.  R. Lavin agreed there 
would be no cutting or splitting of firewood conducted during the weekend or holidays. 
 
N. Girard called for further discussion, hearing none; entertained a motion to continue the hearing until 
June 9, 2011. 
 
D. Russell moved to continue the hearing at the applicants request to June 9, 2011, M. 
Martindale seconded the motion as stated; the motion passed unanimously. 
N. Girard explained to the attending public that the hearing was continued until June 9, 2011.  There 
would be no additional notification to Abutters as there is no requirement to do so. 
 
Discussions 
 

Kurt & Tracy Rague and Sylvain & Carolyn Goulet - To discuss development possibilities 
for the property shown as Tax Map 415/Lot 29.  Said property is located in the Rural Zone on 
Crystal Lake Road, Gilmanton Iron Works. 
 

A two-lot subdivision application from Carol & Sylvain and Kurt and Tracy Rague is expected.  Where they 
are unable to get 4-buildable lots they have decided to split the property.  
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Marshall Bishop  - To discuss the update of the site plan application for the property shown as 
Tax Map 420/Lot 20.  Said property is located in the Rural Zone at 528 Meadow Pond Road, 
Gilmanton. 
 

Mr. Bishop has been in contact with the Planning Board Office and he is waiting for additional 
information and licensing from the State.  It is expected that application for site plan review will be 
forthcoming. 

 
It was confirmed with the Building Department that all state and local permits are either on file or in 
process. 

 
Updates will be provided as they become available. 

 
Brian Forst, Forst Transportation (Tax Map 424/Lot 10) –  Use change determination. 
 

Mrs. Tumas explained the Planning Board Office had received a form to provide comment regarding Mr. 
Forst’s application for a “Transporter Plate.” 

 
Mrs. Tumas went on to explain that the purpose of the license plate is to allow for the single transport of a 
vehicle from point A to point B.  Attempts were made to contact Mr. Forst to attend the meeting and 
provide information related to any additional impact to the business located at 1503 Province Road in 
Gilmanton.  There was no response from Mr. Forst. 

 
The Board requested Mr. Forst be contacted and asked to attend the June 9, 2011, regular meeting of the 
Planning Board. 
 

PB Case #1407 Ryan Benson/BMMC Contractor Yard/Robert Vayda, Property 
Owner- Contractor Yard- Tax Map 416/Lot 20/NH Rte 140 @ Halls Hill Road  

• Violation of Planning Board PB #1407 Approval of October 11, 2007 

• Violation of NH DOT Permit #171-343, Approval of August 24, 2007 

• Violation of Zoning Board of Approval #34B-2007, Granted: September 20, 2007, and 
Recorded at the BCRD on October 30, 2007. 

Administrative and Enforcement Procedures; Section 676:4 Revocation of Recorded Approval. 
 
D. Tumas explained that R. Benson had been unresponsive to all documented requests to remedy the 
numerous violations and would like to begin proceedings according to NH RSA 676:4-a Revocation of a 
Recorded Approval. 
 
DES has been notified of possible wetland violations in that R. Benson has illegally dumped and plowed 
under construction debris and other materials from the surface area of the contractor yard out towards 
the delineated wetlands.  The amount of debris measures approximately 2,500 sf, out from the surface 
area. 
 
R. Benson indicated that he did not receive any of the correspondence pertaining to the violation issues on 
the site of the contractors yard. 
 
The correct mailing address was confirmed, as was the signature on the Return Receipt Card.  It was also 
confirmed that both the Vayda’s and R. Benson received identical informational letters stating the existing 
violations. 
 
D. Russell made it clear to R. Benson that the site must be compliant with the conditions of approval or 
his approval might be revoked.  Planning Board Members agreed to conduct a site walk.  Following 
additional discussion pertaining to the existing violations and the need to remedy the violations by June 
9, 2011.  A site walk was scheduled at 6:00 pm, prior to the June 9, 2011, meeting. 
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Following brief discussion, Members of the Board agreed to move forward with the notice to revoke an 
approved plan according to RSA 676:4-a and conduct a compliance hearing on June 9, 2011. 
 
The importance of bringing the site into compliance with the original approval was again reiterated.  R. 
Benson stated understanding of the violations and a desire to remedy the violations in a timely manner. 
 
N. Girard, Chair called for further discussion, hearing none; discussions were concluded. 

 
Approval of Minutes 
  

April 14, 2011 – PB #0411 Site Walk – Lavin 
 
M. Martindale moved to approve the April 14, 2011, Lavin Site Walk Minutes as 
submitted, D. Russell seconded the motion as stated; the motion carried 6-in favor and 1-
abstained vote by D. Hudson who did not attend. 

 
April 14, 2011 – PB Regular Meeting 
 

M. Martindale moved to approve the April 14, 2011, Regular Meeting Minutes as 
submitted, D. Russell seconded the motion as stated; the motion carried 6-in favor and 1-
abstained vote by D. Hudson who did not attend. 

 
April 21, 2011 – Joint Hearing w/ZBA 
 

M. Martindale moved to approve the April 21, 2011, Joint Hearing w/ZBA Minutes as 
submitted, D. Russell seconded the motion as stated; the motion carried 6-in favor and 1-
abstained vote by J. Weston who did not attend. 

 
April 21, 2011 – Subdivision Regulation Work Session 

 
J. Funk moved to approve the April 21, 2011, Subdivision Regulation Work Session 
Minutes of the Meeting as amended, D. Russell seconded the motion as stated; the motion 
carried 6-infavor and 1-abstained vote by J. Weston who did not attend the work session. 

 
April 30, 2011 – PB #0511 Site Walk – Hottel 
 

M. Martindale moved to approve the April 30, 2011, Hottel Site Walk Minutes as 
amended, R. Hatch seconded the motion as stated; the motion carried 6-infavor and 1-
abstained vote by J. Funk who did not attend the site walk. 

 
Administrative Business  
Correspondence 
Unscheduled Business 
 

413-60 Town of Gilmanton, GYO Ball Fields: Non-profit waiver of application fees. 
 
The GYO currently utilizes the Town owned property shown as TM 413-LT 60, on Allen’s Mill Road.  The 
GYO has submitted an application for site plan approval scheduled for hearing on the June 9, 2011. 
 
D. Tumas explained the GYO is in the process of building (2) additional soccer fields for the middle school 
aged children.  The proposed soccer fields are in addition to the soccer fields and ball fields already 
depicted on the PB file plan.   
 
D. Hudson noted that although his children participate in GYO activities, he has not had any involvement 
with the new proposed soccer fields. 
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Due to the non-profit status of the organization, D. Tumas requested the Board waive the $100.00 
application fee but still require the $7.00/per abutter fee. 
 
R. Hatch moved to approve waiving the $100.00 site plan application fee requiring only 
the applicable Abutter Fee’s for the non-profit organization known as the GYO, D. Hudson 
seconded the motion as stated, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Adjournment 
 
D. Russell moved to adjourn the meeting, M. Martindale seconded the motion as stated; 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Desiree Tumas 
Administrator 


