
Gilmanton Conservation Commission 
PO Box 550 

Gilmanton NH 03237-0550 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
March 20, 2012  

 
Member Attendance: T. Tarr, Chair; D. de Seve, Vice-chair; Joe Derrick, Member; P. Hackley, 

Member; S. Hale-de Seve, Alternate seated in the absence of E. 
Hollingsworth, Member; Desiree Tumas, Administrator. 

 
Called to Order @ 7:05 pm. 
 

A. Review of February 14, 2012 Minutes 
 
D. de Seve moved to approve the February 14, 2012, Minutes of the Meeting as amended, P. 
Hackley seconded the motion as stated; the motion passed with a 5-0 favorable vote. 
 

B. Wetland/Shoreland/Biosolid/Intent to Cut Applications 
1. New Applications 

a. Wetland Applications 
- William Joyce, Tax Map 406, Lot 54, Minimum Impact Wetland 

Application 
 
T. Tarr explained DES approved the application and she addressed an abutters concern about the proposal.  The 
Abutter for reasons of being out of town had not received notice in time to comment. 
 

b. Shoreland Applications 
 

• There were no new Shoreland Applications. 
 

c. Intent-to-Cut applications 
 

• (Tax Map 419/Lot 53) Stephen Lemoine  - 39 Bingham Road - No issues or concerns 
noted. 

 
d. Forestry Notifications 

 

• There were no new Forestry Notifications. 
 

C. Update on Land Protection Projects  
1. Twigg Land Conservation Project  

 

• There is no new information at this time.  

• Easement language will be forthcoming from the Gilmanton Land Trust. 
 

a. Possible future flax processing demonstrations 
 

• The Commission briefly discussed without conclusion the prospect of flax processing 
demonstrations.  The Commission will conduct further discussions when more information is 
available. 
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b. Letter re: Osgood Cemetery access 
 

• Details of access to the Osgood Cemetery will be worked out between the Cemetery Trustees 
and the property owner. 

 
D. Land Stewardship and Management 

 
1. GRANIT conservation lands update 

 

• N. Mitchell has updated the GRANIT information.  It was noted that a few conservation 
properties had not been previously mapped.  They have since been added and the data is 
current. 

• An updated Conservation Lands Map has been created and was laminated.  There is a copy 
with the Gilmanton Tax Map Overlay available in the Selectmen’s Office. 

 
2. BeaverWoods Nature Reserve 

 

• J. Derrick noted and E. Hollingsworth walked the property.  J. Derrick noted that it would be 
an extensive undertaking to design and install boardwalks and due to the extensive wetlands 
would most likely require access cooperation of an abutter. 

• T. Tarr suggested that a short trail spur to the pond may be appropriate to consider. 

• The Commission will revisit discussions at a later time. 
 

3. Smithers Town Forest 
 

• Current access is via an open gate located off the cul-de-sac on Howard Road. 

• Members discussed the need to improve access and maintain the trail. 

• Members noted there appeared to be a “land-locked” parcel abutting the Smithers Town 
Forest.  Additional information is needed. 

• D. Tumas will research the parcel information and provide details. 

• Members briefly discussed without conclusion possible access via an abutting property. 

• T. Tarr informed Members N. Mitchell and P. Osborn would be walking the property.  J. 
Derrick expressed an interest in walking the property. 

 
4. Nelson Brook Town Forest 

 

• It was noted the property has a beautiful wetland and an existing ATV Trail on the property is 
used as the main trail. 

• The Sargent Road access needs better marking and the walking path is in need of 
maintenance. 

• It was noted that there might be a conflict with the accuracy of the total acreage vs the Town 
data.  Additional information will be available at a later time. 

• It was also noted that it appeared that some dumping had occurred on the property and T. 
Tarr will send a letter to abutters. 

  
5. Thompson Town Forest 

 

• P. Hackley explained he has met with the Town Forester, reviewed the previous harvest plan, 
and determined it would be better to commence the harvest at the highest point of the parcel 
where the ground is dryer and less likely to cause permanent damage because of the heavy 
equipment necessary to complete the harvest. 
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• In the interest of finding a more concise estimate of monetary gain from the harvest, a yet 
undetermined fee to mark the trees would apply. 

• Not marking the trees prior to a written contract would result is less accurate estimates and 
could cause the rewriting of contract which would require additional BOS approval. 

• Timber prices are beginning to rise and a period of dry weather is needed for the work to 
commence. 

• Off-site road improvements were reviewed. 

• The outskirts of the subject parcel are poorly drained and would not be suited to handle the 
heavy equipment. 

• Buffers around the Homestead and along Gale Road were discussed. 

• The finite details of a harvest still need to be worked out and presented to the BOS. 

• The subject parcel consists of large Oak and Pine as well as intermediate trees. 

• In the interest of wildlife habitat, small clearings near the beaver pond is suggested. 

• With the exception of the fee to mark the trees for a revenue estimate for the contract, there 
are no anticipated up-front costs for the harvest. 

• There are various compensations used by foresters to pay for their services.  The finance 
details are yet to be worked out and will be forthcoming. 

• Contract details will be drafted and presented to the BOS. 
 
T. Tarr entertained a motion to allow P. Hackley to engage the Town Forester to mark the Thompson 
Town Forest with a deposit not to exceed $500.00. 
 
J. Derrick moved to approve P. Hackley to engage the Town Forester to mark the 
Thompson Town Forest and an expenditure of up to $500.00, D. de Seve seconded the 
motion as stated; the motion passed with a 5-0 favorable vote. 
 
Commission Members briefly discussed without conclusion the Deed Easement of the 78 acre parcel 
know as “Ward Peterson”.  Further information is needed and will be revisited. 
 

6. Update on Conservation/Education Outreach 
 

• There was no new information. 
 

7. Review of Ongoing Easement Monitoring 
 

E. Update on Suncook River Nomination Committee 
 

• T. Tarr will cover the next meeting.  At the last meeting, it was undetermined what roles the 
Members of the Committee will fulfill. Rural Commissions do not impose restrictions.  More 
information will be forthcoming following the next meeting. 

• The next Public Q&A will be held at the Epsom Central Schoo on April 18th, 6:30 pm – 8:00 
pm. 

 
F. Preparation for Town Meeting 

 

• The March 14, 2012, GCC Meeting was cancelled due to a lack of quorum. 

• GCC had a display setup during Town Meeting. 

• Members discussed working with the Recycling Committee in a joint effort to encourage 
recycling and the consensus of the Commission was very favorable.  
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G. Review of Invoices/Costs 
1. Lamination of Updated Conservation Lands Map 

 

• N. Mitchell submitted a receipt for payment to cover out of pocket costs to laminate and 
grommet the updated Conservation Lands Map, for $24.2o. 

 
D. de Seve moved to approve the expenditure of $24.20, to reimburse N. Mitchell for out 
of pocket costs to laminate the updated Conservation Lands Map, S. Hale-de Seve 
seconded the motion as stated; the motion passed with a 5-0 favorable vote. 
 

H. Planning Board/Zoning Board applications 
1. Danielle Bellerose, applicant, Mackenzie Trust, owner; special exception 

request from Zoning Ordinance Article Iv for a 150 site family campground 
 

• The applicants were a no-show for the continued hearing and there is no additional 
information available at this time.  Further updates will be provided when available. 

 
I. Zoning District Regulations – Permitted Uses and Special Exceptions 

 

• There were no discussions on the matter. 
 

J. Complaints/Violations/Concerns 
1. Province Road LLC, Tax Map/Lot 127-57 

 

• D. de Seve explained he and S. Hale-de Seve had viewed the brush and tree removal from 
along the stream and determined that there was in his opinion a minimal amount of 
disturbance.  No further action is needed at this time. 

 
K. New Business 

 
1. Loon Preservation Committee  

 

• Harry Vogel of the Loon Preservation Committee will provide an informational presentation 
at GYRL.  D. de Seve and S. Hale-de Seve request the Commissions support of co-sponsorship 
for the event.  There is no cost to the commission to co-sponsor the event.  The date and time 
are to be determined.  The tentative date is either June 23rd or 30th.  Additional information 
will be forthcoming. 

 
D. de Seve moved to approve the GCC Co-sponsor for the upcoming Loon Preservation 
Committee presentation to be held at the GYRL, S. Hale-de Seve seconded the motion as 
stated; the motion passed with a 5-0 favorable vote. 
 

L. Old Business 
 

1. February 06, 2012, Minutes  
 
P. Hackley moved to approve the February 06, 2012, Minutes of the Meeting as amended, S. Hale-
de Seve seconded the motion as stated; the motion passed with a 5-0 favorable vote. 
 

M. Correspondence/Announcements 
 

• No new correspondence/announcements. 



Conservation Commission 
Minutes of the Meeting 
March 20, 2012 
Page 5 of 5 
 

N. Upcoming Dates 
1. Town Meeting, Saturday, March 17, 2012 
2. 2012 NH Water and Watershed Conference, Friday, March 23, 2012, 8:00 am 

– 4:00 pm 
3. Next Regular Conservation Commission Meeting, Tuesday, April 10, 2012, 

7:00 pm  
4. Saving Special Places Conference, April 14, 2012, Weare, NH, 8:00 am – 3:45 

pm 
5. Suncook River Public Informational Meeting, April 18, 2012, Epsom Central 

School 
 

• Upcoming dates provided for informational purposes, there were no discussions. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Desiree Tumas 
Administrator 
  
 
 


