
APPROVED 

 

1 

TOWN OF GILMANTON 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

ACADEMY BUILDING 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2011 – 5 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 

 

Present: Chairman Allen Everett, Don Guarino (Selectmen's Rep), George Roberts, 
Ernie Hudziec (alternate), Ella Jo Regan, Deborah Chase (arrived at end of site walk) 
Land Use Clerk – Annette Andreozzi 
 
 
Chairman Everett opened the meeting at 5:00 PM.  

 
 

Continued Public Hearing - Case #  2-2011 Susan Barr, applicant/ 
493 Province Road LLC, owner: Request demolition of circa 1970 
addition, 74’ x 18’.  Property located at 493 Province Road in the Corners 
Historic District; Tax Map/Lot # 127/57. 

 
 
At 493 Province Road Steve Bedard showed the original house pointing out the original 
fireplaces that had been reinforced and the wide boards used on the walls.  He pointed 
out that there is no evidence of windows on the rear gable end.  The roof leaks where 
the roofs come together, and the roof line is incorrect.  The section of the ell behind the 
barn was an addition built in the 1970’s with a below ground concrete block foundation.   
An old foundation under the ell is 19 feet long, with the new block foundation extending 
to the barn 24’ 8”.  All of the ell roof was new in the 1970’s. 
 
The Commission returned to the Academy building at 5:45 PM. 
 
Against Mr. Roberts objections, the clerk was asked to read for the record a letter from the NH 
Division of Historical Resources, which they wrote in response to a telephone inquiry from 
George Roberts.   
 
Mr. Roberts felt the application was incomplete and talked about the Crowley house.  He stated 
that many alterations were in evidence, and he didn’t feel the HDC should make a motion 
because he did not have all the info he wanted.  He also referred to some pictures that he did 
not want to share at the time.  He said that consideration should be given to the “old” part of the 
ell because it would have been there.  They couldn’t have run the house without a building to 
store the wood. 
 
Mr. Bedard said that the oldest part of the ell may have been a wood shed, but it was not 
originally attached to the house and is not of the same period as the house.   
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Ms. Barr stated that Mr. Bedard is a recognized historic expect with no financial interest in the 
project, who has stated that the ell is not significant.  Per the regulations of the HDC a building is 
of the district historic period only if it dates between 1770 and 1840. 
 
Mr. Hudziec stated that 90% of the people with an historic building do not have an endless 
wallet.  There are 2 historic buildings and an ell that is not so historic.  The ell would have to be 
gutted to be livable; it should not be a burden. 
 
Ms. Regan said that she sees the application as 4 buildings, and had questions about the oldest 
part of the ell, which is pushed against the house. 
 
Mr. Bedard stated that section was built before 1850, but they have no way of knowing where  
that building was located.  The only original fabric of that building is the 6 posts and the main 
carrier beam, nothing else.  The 1970’s renovation probably removed other historic fabric. 
 
Mr. Guarino said it was a timber frame building. 

 
At 6 PM Mr. Hudzeic had to leave. 
 
Mr. Roberts stated that he was not ready to vote because there was enough material in the 
older part of the ell.  Almost all the buildings in the district are continuing architecture. The HDC 
needs some consultant to do a pro bono. 
 
Mr. Bedard stated that he had just done that. 
 
Mr. Roberts said that Mr. Bedard didn’t represent the HDC.  He wanted someone with no 
connection to Gilmanton.  The application is not complete. 
 
Ms. Regan stated that all houses in the district have not followed the same pattern.  From the 
barn 20 feet of the ell is new construction. 
 
There was discussion about how many days should be taken to make a decision, and what else 
might need to be known. 
 
Ms. Barr stated that some of the houses in the district were just summer houses.  She listed 
houses that were not or still are not connected: old Hottel house, old Barney house, old 
Nighswander house, Page house, and Clarke house. 
 
MOTION: 
Mr. Roberts moved to continue Public Hearing Case #  2-2011 Susan Barr, 
applicant/ 493 Province Road LLC, owner on September 27, 2011 at 7 PM.  
Mr. Guarino seconded the motion.   
 
There was a discussion about what qualifications were needed to judge the historic nature of 
the buildings. 
Motion passed unanimously.  

Adjourn at 6:50 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

Annette Andreozzi 

Land Use Clerk 


