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TOWN OF GILMANTON
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
ACADEMY BUILDING
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 -7 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: Chairman Allen Everett, Don Guarino (Selectmen's Rep), George Roberts,
Ernie Hudziec (alternate), Ella Jo Regan (arrived at 7:30)

Land Use Clerk — Annette Andreozzi

Absent: Deborah Chase,

Chairman Everett opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with introductions.
Alternate Hudziec was seated as a voting member.

Public Hearing - Case # 2-2011 Susan Barr, applicant/ 493 Province
Road LLC, owner: Request demolition of circa 1970 addition, 74’ x 18’.
Property located at 493 Province Road in the Corners Historic District;
Tax Map/Lot # 127/57.

Steve Bedard presented for the applicant. He drew a plan view of the building on the
board. The original L shaped house is at the street. A kitchen addition was put onto it
filling in the L, about 1900.

Mr. Bedard stated that the front house and the barn are the only original parts of the
building. He guessed that the Gilmores made the addition of the section at the rear of
the barn that connected the barn with the ell in the 1970’s. The original house steps
down into the ell through the door that would have been to the exterior. There are no
signs of any windows on the end of the original house where it is against the ell. There
is a space between the house and the ell, but it is hidden with a trim board. A number
of photos were presented showing condition of buildings and roofs. The applicant is
asking to take down the ell between the original house including the addition behind the
barn. They will document the apparent old parts of the ell that are near the house, and
store them in the barn. The only original fabric in the ell appears to be the timber frame
of 3 bents. The entire ell was renovated in 1970’s and at some time the roof was
raised. The second floor of the ell is all new construction. Most of the ell foundation is
concrete.

Ms. Barr stated that the 1970’s construction was shoddy. Much research was done to
locate old photos, including at the Historical Society. Their object is not to loose historic
fabric, but save and document it, though there is not enough period fabric to be able to
restore an ell.
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Mr. Roberts stated that he took photos of the Gilmanton Historic Districts [no time
period was indicated], which no one else has.

Mr. Roberts wanted more evidence or drawing of what it looked like. He wanted a tour
during day light hours. Mr. Everett indicated that Ms. Barr wanted to have a tour that
night, but now it was too dark.

Mr. Hudziec requested that dry wall be removed before the site visit so the construction
could be seen. He stated that there had to be newer construction because of the
concrete foundation.

Dan Humphrey stated that the dry wall was falling down already. He warned that the
site might be a biohazard with mold, etc. It was suggested that masks be worn.

Mr. Dickey stated that the questions being asked were good, and a site visit would be
reasonable. He said that he had visited the site, and the section that is purposed to
come down was in horrible condition. As an historian he felt that it would be appropriate
to remove that section because there is little historic fabric left. The historic part is to
remain. He said he has lived in the district since the mid 1970’s and saw the renovation
that was done on the ell.

Mr. Bedard stated that the problem with buying any old house now is who can afford to
renovate 2000 sq. feet in addition to their house. He stated that he was not trying to get
a job; he was just telling the HDC his “reading” of the building.

Mr. Roberts asked if they considered just taking the newest addition off and renovating
the rest of the ell. Ms. Barr said no, because that would be throwing good money after
bad. The present ell doesn’t fit with the time period of the house and barn. She wants
to fix up the main house so that it will remain for the community.

Mr. Roberts said that all the houses in the district are connected to a barn; that if that
piece was taken away it takes away from the district.

Mr. Bedard stated that there was no connection between the house and barn in 1820
when they were built.

Ms. Regan asked Mr. Roberts to state under what conditions he would allow demolition.
Mr. Roberts said that if termites have totally destroyed the building, or if it was nothing
like the original; age doesn’t make any difference.

MOTION:

Ms. Regan move to continue Case # 2-2011 Susan Barr, applicant/ 493 Province
Road LLC, owner for a site visit on September 8, 2011 at 5PM.

Mr. Guarino seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.
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Other Business.

John Dicky requested a letter from the HDC supporting the restoration of all the
windows in the Academy.

There was a discussion about funds, window restoration, and an additional grant.

Mr. Guarino said the grant is a great idea and the HDC should do the letter.
MOTION:

Mr. Roberts moved to send a support letter. Ms. Regan seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes August 2, 2011
Motion by Mr. Guarino to accept minutes as corrected. Seconded by Ms. Regan
Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion
Mr. Everett brought up whether a person needed to make a formal application to the
HDC to put up a sign that will meet the parameters of the regulations. The consensus
was that a drawing could be submitted under workshop conditions as long as it was
listed on the posted agenda.
There was a long discussion about HDC notifications, what is done, and who is noticed.
Mr. Roberts wanted to know if anyone talked to the applicants of case# 2-2011, before
the hearing, which is not allowed. He felt that there was no procedure. He was asked
to put a procedure in writing that could then be put on a meeting agenda and discussed.
Mr. Roberts stated that the last application did not have a drawing.
There was a discussion about out of compliance signs and the concern to work with

businesses.

Ms. Regan moved to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Hudziec.
All in favor.

Adjourn at 9:00 PM
Respectfully submitted,

Annetfte Andreozzi
Land Use Clerk



