
 

Candace L. Daigle Leonard Stockwell, Jr. John Dickey 
 (603) 267-8274 (603) 267-7502 (603) 267-6098 

               TRUSTEES OF CEMETERIES 

                                        Post Office Box 119 

                 Town of Gilmanton, New Hampshire  03237-0119 
cemeteries@metrocast.net www.gilmantonnh.org  

 
Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, June 8, 2016 

Gilmanton Academy 

503 Province Road 

 

Present: Trustees Candace Daigle, Leonard (JR) Stockwell, Jr. and John Dickey; Paul 

Lines.  

 

The chairman opened the noticed meeting at 7:05pm 

 

Minutes: 
MOTION: On a motion by J. Dickey, seconded by JR Stockwell, it was voted unanimously 

to adopt the minutes of October 20, 2015, as written (3-0) 

 

Sites: 

 

Beech Grove: This site has already received cleanup and needs mowing every week or so 

depending on growth.  Being one of our two “open” cemeteries it is anticipated 

that the hours spent on this site will be high.  P. Lines is working closely with 

Carl Moorehead on this and the Buzzell site.   

 

With the information previously found in the record, the Sanborn infant stone 

over the wall at site F0 was determined to be a discarded stone when a 

replacement stone had been installed. 

 

P. Lines has pulled out the stones from the fill being deposited in the area of lot 

F69.  It’s starting to grass over.  There is another pile of historic fill in the second 

level of the cemetery.  It was there when the Town accepted the cemetery.   

 

Mickey Daigle and Stephen LaRoche righted the Bennett Stone which had fallen 

over.  P. Lines will check to see if there is any additional support needed under 

the back side of the stone. 

 

P. Lines reported that he believes C. Moorehead has fixed another leaning stone 

further up.  He will confirm. 

 

Buzzell: This site has already received cleanup and needs mowing every week or so 

depending on growth.  Being one of our two “open” cemeteries it is anticipated 

that the hours spent on this site will be high. 

 

Paperwork has been sent to Mr. Weeks, at his request, to change his designation 

for burials in his plot.  We are awaiting the signed document to record. 

 

 Granite posts delineating driveway remain outstanding.  Driveway is marked with 
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stakes. 

 

 Mrs. Sordelline was interred on May 28th.  The cemetery was prepared and the lot 

staked out.  The dead bush on that lot, covering one of the corners was removed.  

The bench was moved to accommodate the burial and then replaced. 

 

Edgerly 2: C. Daigle will check the records for the adjacent owner’s contact info and provide 

to P. Lines so he can call before going to that site as it is so close to the home. 

 

French: The walls need work.  The Board did contact the adjacent owner to see if there 

was any interest in them partnering with the Town on that project, but there was 

no response at that time. 

 

Guinea Ridge: P. Lines reported that the fence across the front of the cemetery is in poor, fragile 

condition.  It’s separating from the support posts and many of the finials are 

broken off.  The Trustees explained that the fence is an important part of the 

cemetery for the descendants of those buried there.  The Trustees will view the 

site and see what alternatives to replacement may be identified.  Prior to any 

major work on the fence, C. Daigle will review the site record to see who may be 

contacted about any plans developed.  The fence is held up by metal posts in 

between the granite posts and the granite posts are not drilled for the usual method 

of running chain between the posts.  The Trustees will further evaluate.  

 

Hatch Rd: JR Stockwell reported that there are new owners, Elsie Goodwin & Benjamin 

Smith, abutting this site.  They are very welcoming to having us cross their 

property for access.  An initial evaluation and cleanup will be scheduled. 

 

Hilliard: Mr. Ladd is still scheduled for his ground-penetrating radar investigation on July 

7th.  P. Lines will see that it’s trimmed before that date.  Those who are available 

will attend.  It is hoped that this will result in a map of the search provided to the 

Trustees.  It was agreed that any stones located that may have fallen and be under 

leaves/turf can be raised in the presence of a Trustee.   

 

Merrill: J. Dickey reported that he met with Carolyn Baldwin and viewed this cemetery.  It 

was very overgrown with saplings.  He and Carolyn Dickey were able to lop off 

most and Mrs. Baldwin’s son cut up one downed tree.  P. Lines will add this site 

to his list for scheduled maintenance. 

 

Mudgett: C. Moorehead found the Mudgett gate down.  He took it to JR Stockwell who 

rebuilt the gate and attached new hinges.  It has been reset and he submitted a bill 

of $50 for supplies only. 

 

Parsons: C. Daigle reported on an inquiry about the Parson’s cemetery.  A subsequent visit 

from ancestors reported the site needed trimming.  The Trustees might want to 

reevaluate the scheduling of this small site.  The adjacent property owner had 

cleared the weeds from the outside of the wall and P. Lines has since been there 

and cleaned out the interior of the cemetery.  There is one damaged stone at that 
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site which may not be repairable.  J. Dickey remembered that the Town had 

previously done stone replacement at that site.   

 

Plummer: The tree to the rear has been removed.  There is another tree to the front that will 

take two people to guide down.  P. Lines will coordinate. 

 

Sawyer Lake: P. Lines reported the only stone there is broken. 

 

Town Pound: The town pound including a 50 buffer immediately adjacent has been transferred 

to the Town with restrictive covenants under the management of the Cemetery 

Trustees.  Pins are set. It was decided to erect orange safety fencing once 

development is scheduled to start. 

 

Wilson Hill: P. Lines reported stones down. 

 

New Sites: 
 

Burdett: Susie Burdett brought forward to the Legion Auxiliary information on 

gravestones and ashes spread on her property on Crystal Lake Road.  It has been 

documented and will be added to the Town’s records. 

 

High Street: J. Dickey will schedule a site walk with Ms. Robinson to see what she believes 

may be an unrecorded burial site. 

 

Kimball: C. Daigle reported that a memorial site was created on the Meadow Pond Road 

property of David and Alberta Kimball when Mr. Kimball passed away.  His 

ashes are interred there and an engraved bench has been erected.  C. Daigle will 

put this on the list and send it to the tax mappers. 

 

Maintenance Schedule: 
 

P. Lines suggested that the Trustees schedule more fall cleanup hours.  Blowing leaves out of the 

cemeteries when they are “fresh” is much easier and done at a much lower cost than trying to get 

them out in the spring when they’re wet and packed in.  The Trustees agreed and will reevaluate 

the schedule in the fall of 2016 based on a review of the budget at that time. 

 

Stone Restoration: 
 

Discussion occurred about whether the proposed gravestone restoration project could begin this 

year.  J. Dickey presented an article about a local restoration expert.  He will contact to set up a 

meeting at the Guinea Ridge cemetery regarding a proposal on starting first on this site for stone 

repairs and restoration. 

 

Budget: 
 

Trustees discussed the ongoing adjustments in the budget to accommodate more maintenance 

hours as well as the change to part payroll, part stipend payment method.  They reviewed the 
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budget numbers for 2015.  Although some line items were overspent due to changing mid-year to 

a payroll method, $1,810.88 remained at year-end and was added to the expendable trust fund 

towards the upcoming stone repair and other (un)anticipated projects. 

 

In addition to the change of payment method to incorporate payroll versus subcontractor, the 

Town will be paying all bills starting in 2016.  For those bills where all or a portion can be 

recouped from perpetual and general care funds, only periodic requests will be made to the 

Trustees of Trust Funds to reimburse the Town.  In that way, all payments are made through one 

portal which accommodates better accounting for audit and employee tax reporting purposes. 

 

A $500 increase was made in the 2016 budget and internal adjustments were made to the line 

items to address additional maintenance costs.  To date in 2016, $2,112 has been spent, of which 

all but $546 is reimbursable from the individual funds.  However, that will deplete this year’s 

money in most of the funds, so that much of the remaining 2016 maintenance costs will come 

from the budget.   

 

P. Lines continues to get fuel from the Town Highway Department tank. 

 

Endowment Fund: 
 

C. Daigle reported on an interesting presentation at a recent NH Cemetery Association meeting 

where the presenter explained the importance of cemeteries that are not otherwise fully funded 

to: 

 Develop a plan for the continued maintenance and expansion of their cemeteries 

 Determine the size of the fund necessary to produce an annual return necessary to 

accomplish the plan 

 Establish an endowment fund available for donations and bequests 

 Get the word out that it exists and is available for estate planning purposes 

 

Certainly this was a topic that would take a great deal of consideration and work, but as the town 

continues to try to meet the increasing service demands of the community, and as our costs 

continue to grow, it’s going to become more difficult to depend on budgetary funding for the 

cemeteries.  Perhaps this is something to be considered. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:47pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

____________________________  

Candace L. Daigle, Trustee 


