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Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, July 13, 7pm 

Gilmanton Academy 

503 Province Road 

 

Present: Trustees Marion McIntyre, Candace Daigle and Leonard (JR) Stockwell, Jr.  

 

Discussion on wandering/loose gravestones; those that are found/located away from their 

corresponding grave.  There are several known instances: 

 

 On the wall at Buzzell – several footstones and part of one gravestone – several can be 

matched up with lots on site; 

 Bedard residence/Durrell Mtn Road – several on the stone wall – research shows these 

are duplicates of stones on graves in the community; 

 Four held by individuals that have contacted the Trustees – 3 have been determined to be 

duplicates of Smith Meetinghouse stones and 1 (Iola) is being researched by Marion as it 

does not readily appear to be from Gilmanton; 

 One on the wall at the former Watson residence, currently Wiggins 127/6, on Rte 

140East; 

 One recently identified in the former Gilmore residence on Rte 107North for “Mack”; 

 One recently was found alongside the Page cemetery frontage. 

 

These stones continue to raise issues for the Trustees.  People are often surprised and dismayed 

when coming across them. Frantic calls to the Town and or Trustees result. Although most have 

been researched and determinations made as to their status, it seems unwise to have them loose 

for future property owners and Trustees to have to deal with.  It’s obvious the stones were first 

created with the intention that they be with an individual’s grave.  The Trustees believe that is 

the most appropriate solution to the disposition of such stones.  The consensus of the Trustees 

was that whenever it is possible to match a stone with a grave that the stone be deposited on that 

grave.  Depending on the circumstances of the site, it can be erected (as in the case of a 

footstone), or erected/deposited upon the grave (if it’s a duplicate it can be placed face-down, 

flush, etc.).  This seems most compliant with the law regarding grave items as well as most 

respectful to the interred.   

 

The Trustees discussed the lot layout at the Buzzell cemetery.  The size of the lots, 4x8, makes it 

quite difficult for the monument companies to stay within that 4x8 size.  There was discussion 

about reconfiguring the entire site to the right of the cross-drive into 5x10 lots.  As a result of this 

discussion, it was decided to retain the 4x8 lots, but to enforce that size during the installation of 

corner posts, monuments, etc.  Additionally, it was determined that the purpose of corner posts 

was to delineate graves; however, if a grave is otherwise delineated, i.e. by adjacent lots having 
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corner posts, than it would be left to the preference of the lot owner whether they wanted to put 

corner posts in or not. 

 

The Trustees discussed maintenance projects. 

 

. It was intended that no large reconstruction project would be scheduled for this year, but 

the funds held towards the reconstruction of a portion of the rear wall at Beech Grove.  

Dean Hancock may also submit a quote on that project.   

. Candace will contact ArborTech for a price on trimming any hazardous trees along the 

driveway to Beech Grove; 

. JR will contact Kevin Fife for a price on etching burial info on the one stone at Weed 

Cemetery; 

. Carl Moorehead delivered the Sleeper Cemetery gate, deteriorated into pieces, to JR.  JR 

rebuilt the gate which has been reinstalled; 

. The gate lock at Buzzell needed to be replaced so Buzzell & Beechgrove were rekeyed to 

one key; 

. Mickey Daigle has offered to provide and install granite markers along the cross-drive at 

Buzzell to delineate the driveway for vehicle traffic; 

. The drainage down the length of the Beech  Grove driveway has been evaluated. No 

improvements appear necessary. 

. Carl has applied the first season of protectant to the new Buzzell gates; 

. JR reported that the Mary Butler fence did get stained 

. Candace reported some wall stones out at the Buzzell Cemetery – the Trustees will see if 

they can be reset without contracting the work done; 

. JR reported that he has cleaned out the Osgood Cemetery, removing brush and 

completing raking it.  He found 3 new stones that had fallen and were covered by over-

burden.  The names will be added to the records for this site.  He provided before/after 

pictures of the site for the file.  Candace will contact the adjacent property owner 

regarding a possible easement for the Town’s use. 

. Future work includes gates at Hilliard and Sawyer Lake Road. 

 

Lot Sales – two lots were recently sold in Buzzell to Mistler. They discussed amending the 

Regulations so that the entire price goes into the care fund for long term return on the sales price. 

 

Budget – The Trustees reviewed the current budget at it relates to the Town Budget as well as 

individual fund accounts. 

 

Besse cemetery – Draft documents are in to Town Counsel for review.  Transfer should occur 

shortly after their approval. 

 

Possible currently unmarked burial site. Sharon LaFond contacted the Trustees with info 

regarding the burial of four children who passed away during the 1917 influenza pandemic.  The 

story is that four children died overnight in one family. They were buried in the cellar of the 

home and the father chiseled their names and other decorations into the wall stones of the cellar 

above their graves.  Independent corroboration of the story has been made by others in the 

community.  Ms. LaFond showed the Trustees the location of the small foundation that still 
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exists.  Further research including contacting the property owner will occur as this information is 

evaluated. 

 

The Trustees have received notice that Daryl Hoitt plans to establish a natural burial cemetery on 

her property.  She indicated that the Planning Board required no local permit for this use.  The 

Trustees will obtain a copy of the minutes and requested map if it has been submitted for the 

Trustee records.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Candace L. Daigle, Trustee 

 

 


